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Statutory Authority and Mission

• Originally authorized by Title II of the Stewart B. McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 (PL 100-77) to serve as an 
independent establishment within the executive branch

• Most recently reauthorized by the Homeless Emergency 
Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act of 
2009
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Coordinating the Federal Response

• The Council 

• Interagency Working 
Groups

• Performance 
measurement and 
accountability
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Creating a National Partnership

• Regional and State 

Interagency Councils

• Governors, Mayors, County 

Elected Leaders

• Faith-based and Nonprofit 

Organizations

• Private Sector

• Philanthropy
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What is Meant by “Ending 
Homelessness”  

Operational definition: 
Comprehensive response that ensures 
homelessness is prevented whenever 
possible, or if it can’t be prevented, it is 
a rare, brief, and one-time experience.

Criteria and benchmarks: 
Essential elements of comprehensive 
systems and the outcomes those 
systems must be able to achieve.
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2021 Federal Priorities: 
A Comprehensive National Approach Toward 

Ending Homelessness

•Advancing Racial Equity
• Ending Veteran Homelessness
•Protecting LGBTQ Rights
•Guaranteeing Housing Upon Release
•Housing First Approach
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• Housing First is not Housing Only
• Low barrier & access to services
• Rapid rehousing
• Safe & flexible interim options 

when permanent housing is not 
available

The Importance of 
Housing Stability



Good Data; Good Planning; Good 
Decisions
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Making the Most of the 
American Rescue Plan Act
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• Housing

• Economic Impact Payments & 
Advance Child Care

• Education

• Food Insecurity

• Health Care

• State & Local Recovery

• Tribal National

• Unemployment

• Veterans

https://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/USICH_American_Rescue_Plan_Guide.pdf


American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

• Emergency Rental Assistance: $21.6B

•Offers assistance directly to renters;

•Reduces wait for assistance offered to renters 
when landlords do not participate;

•Protects renters from eviction while payments 
are being made on their behalf;

•Prohibits documentation requirements
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COVID-19 Federal Resources

• VA SSVF (Supportive Services for Veterans Families) Shallow 
Subsidy Compliance Guide

• HUD VASH (Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing) Vouchers
• Emergency Rental Assistance Guide

• Full Guidance
• Fact Sheet
• Treasury Guidance on Expediting Emergency Rental 

Assistance
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https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/ssvf/docs/SSVF_Shallow_Subsidy_Compliance_Guide.pdf#:~:text=Description%20of%20SSVF%20Shallow%20Subsidy%20The%20SSVF%20Shallow,in%20SSVF%E2%80%99s%20Rapid%20Rehousing%20or%20Homeless%20Prevention%20services
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/vash
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/ERA2FAQs%205-6-21.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/FACT_SHEET-Emergency-Rental-Assistance-Program_May2021.pdf?utm_source=NLIHC+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=4aafde323d-CTA_050721&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e090383b5e-4aafde323d-293393242&ct=t(CTA_050721)
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0333?utm_source=Master+Email+List&utm_campaign=7aab058560-fridayroundup&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1cf64328bb-7aab058560-270401245


USICH Resources on Eviction Prevention 

• Comprehensive Step-by-Step Guide for People At Risk of Eviction

• Need Help Paying Rent? Use This Tool to Find Emergency Rental Assistance Near You. | 
United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH)

• Prevention-Diversion-Rapid-Exit-July-2019.pdf (usich.gov)

• Eviction Prevention: A Conversation with Communities | United States Interagency 
Council on Homelessness (USICH)

• Tips to Begin Tackling Homelessness Prevention | United States Interagency Council on 
Homelessness (USICH)
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https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/at-risk-of-eviction-help-is-available/
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/tool-to-find-and-apply-for-emergency-rental-assistance/
https://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/Prevention-Diversion-Rapid-Exit-July-2019.pdf
https://www.usich.gov/news/eviction-prevention-a-conversation-with-communities/
https://www.usich.gov/news/tips-to-begin-tackling-homelessness-prevention/


Ingredients towards Success

•Political Will

• Effective Use of Adequate Resources

•Collaborative Approach 

• “Never Give Up” Attitude
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Helene.Schneider@usich.gov

@Helene_USICH
Sign up for USICH E-Newsletter

www.usich.gov

mailto:Helene.Schneider@usich.gov
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